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1.    Melastoma malabathricum Linn* Sp. PL (1753)  390.
A much-branched shrub sometimes reaching 2.4 m. high. Young
branches, petioles, and nerves of the leaves beneath densely clothed
with appressed flat lanceolate acuminate paleaceous hairs. Leaves
somewhat rigid, 5-11.5 by 1.6-45 cm, ovate-oblong or lanceolate-
oblong, acute, strigose above with appressed thick hans, softly hairy
between the nerves beneath, 5-nerved, the outei nerves fine and close
to the margin, base usually rounded; petioles 1-1.3 cm long. Flowers
in terminal coiymhose 1-5-flowered panicles; pedicels about as long
as the calyx4ube, biacts 0.6-1.6 cm. long, oblong-lanceolate, shortly
stalked, clothed on the back with scaly hairs. Calyx clothed all over
with silvery lanceolate scaly hairs; tube broadly campanulate; lobes
1 cm. long, lanceolate, acute, deciduous; intermediate teeth 4 mm.
long, subulate, bristle-pointed. Petals 2-2.5 cm. long, obovate,
rounded or truncate at the apex, narrowed at the base/ Filaments
yellow Anthers alternately yellow and red. Ovary crowned at top
with numerous silvery lanceolate hairs about 2.5 mm. long; style
nearly 2.5 cm. long, exceeding the stamens. Fruit L3 cm. long,
broadly ovoid, tiuncate, bursting irregularly usually in a circle, and
exposing the 5 large purplish black pulpy placentas covered with
numerous minute seeds.
Distribution    Throughout India except the Desert, Ceylon
The leaves are used in India in cases of diairhoea and dysentery,
In  Indo China,   the  leaves   and  flower tops   are  given   as   an
astringent m leucorrhoea and chronic diarrhaea.
In the Philippine Islands, a decoction of the leaves is used as
an astringent in diarrhoea and dysentery. A decoction of the bark
is prescribed as a gargle in catarrhal pharyngitis and aphthae, and as
a lotion for scabies and ulcers.
*
In Tahiti, the whole plant is considered astringent and commonly
used in diarrhoea and dysentery. It is used as a vulnerary in New
Caledonia.
Assam: Futki—; Burma: Myetpyai, Myetpye, Shame—;
€anare$e: Aukerki, Doddanekkare, Kenkarike, Liakeri, Nekkare,
Nekkarike—; English: Indian Rhododendron—; Indo China: Da mau

